Dear Ms Thornberry,

Lambs Squash Club, Lambs Passage, EC1 - Islington Borough Council Planning

Committee recommendation to allow redevelopment

I am writing to seek your support to help prevent the disappearance of the

most important squash club in London.  I appreciate that I am not one of

your constituents and that there are many demands on a busy MP’s time,

but as the Club is in your constituency I feel you might be able to

exercise some influence to help save the Club.

As you may be aware Lambs Squash club was sold by the owner Mike Corby

Holdings to Clan Real Estate Limited in September 2004.   In mid-2005 Clan

submitted an application to demolish the club and build offices and flats

on the site.  The plans contained no replacement sports facilities.  That

application was rejected and in October 2005 Clan submitted an amended

application P052310.  This second application did not include replacement

sports facilities either.

Time is short as the second planning application is due to be considered at

Islington Council’s South Area Planning Committee meeting at 7.30pm on

Tuesday 24th January, with a recommendation from the Planning Officers that

the application be approved.  I am enclosing three documents to

bring you up to date on the planning application:

1.    The rejection by Islington of the original application.

2.    The Islington Officer’s Report to the Planning Committee recommending

allowing redevelopment (to be discussed at the 24th January

meeting).

3.    Sport England?s response to (2).

The members of the club feel it is grossly unfair to dismiss the club on

the basis that it is a corporate-focussed club that doesn’t cater for many

local residents.  Yes, the club is part of a private fitness chain, but

over more than 20 years it has become the lifeblood of squash in the

capital.   It has c.1200 members; about 900 of these are squash players,

with nearly 400 league players alone.  Lambs is therefore by far the

largest squash club in central London and, as far as we are aware, has the

largest league structure of any squash club in England.  For such a club to

exist it needs to draw residents from across the city!

The loss of a major squash facility from Islington will seriously impact

the healthy living and social life options available to those working and

living in the area.  Squash is in many ways an ideal sport to fit around

people’s working lives - the equipment is low-cost, it can be played

throughout the year, and it can be played by men and women alike -  Lambs

has a strong female contingent including a women’s County level team.

Equally, the members of Lambs actively support and organise squash events

elsewhere in the capital.   It is the kind of facility that once gone can

never be replaced - people will move on, but London will be the poorer for

having a few more flats and offices instead of a thriving sociable squash

club.

Moreover the club is also used by the Shidokan European Federation, France

which is the only such club in London.  The Federation have been using the

facilities at Lambs for over 2 years, having moved from far inferior

facilities near Kings Cross.  Shidokan is one of the few forms of karate

that practices karate as a full contact sport.   They have a unique

requirement for a large studio training space to allow students to practice

these techniques.  The facilities at Lambs have allowed the Federation to

expand their membership, and welcome local students on a tight budget at a

cost they can afford.

We have received excellent support from Sport England, the Corporation of

London, and your predecessor Chris Smith, and would like to record our

thanks for their help.

Again, I appreciate your workload, but would urgently plea with you to help

us save the club.  I will contact your office asap to follow up the letter

and if you were able to spare myself and a fellow member who is running our

campaign 30 minutes at Portcullis House we would be immensely grateful to

you.

With best wishes,

Lambs Action Team

